
AzEIP Assistive Technology
DECEMBER 2017



Assistive Technology 

 Assistive Technology (AT) devices and services, is one of 17 developmental 
services defined under IDEA Part C.

 All infants and toddlers who are eligible for Part C early intervention 
services are also eligible to receive AT, if included as part of the child’s 
IFSP.
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IDEA Definitions

 AT Service
 “…any service that directly assists an infant or toddler with a disability in the 

selection, acquisition, or use of an assistive technology device.” Including:
 Assessment of the child’s needs in the natural environment;

 Purchasing, leasing, or otherwise providing for the acquisition of assistive technology 
devices;

 Selecting, designing, fitting, customizing, adapting, applying, maintaining, repairing, or 
replacing assistive technology devices; 

 Coordinating and using other therapies, interventions, or services with assistive 
technology devices;

 Ongoing services, including training for the family and professionals on the child’s early 
intervention team. 
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IDEA Definitions cont.

 AT Device
 “…any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially 

off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve 
the functional capabilities of an infant or toddler with a disability.” 

 IDEA does not include the following AT devices:

 Any medical device(s) that are surgically implanted, including a cochlear implant, or the 
optimization (e.g., mapping), maintenance, or replacement of that device.

 Devices that are provided to meet the medical, daily living, or life-sustaining needs of a child.

 Devices that are not specifically designed to increase, maintain, or improve the functional 
capabilities of a child with a disability. 
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Assistive Technology

 For infants and toddlers enrolled in 
early intervention, AT must serve a 
developmental purpose by 
supporting the child’s ability to 
participate in everyday activities 
and routines in one or more of the 
following domains:
 Physical
 Communication
 Cognitive 
 Social Emotional
 Adaptive

 Where is AT provided?
 In natural environments, such as the 

child's home, childcare program or 
other community settings
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Assistive Technology

AT falls on a continuum, ranging from low tech home made solutions to high 
tech equipment.

Low-tech High-tech
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Assistive Technology

Off the shelf
Devices designed universally for 
all children with or without 
disabilities.

Modified
Adapted off the shelf or 
specialized/customized devices.

Customized
Specialty items designed for 
children with disabilities.
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AzEIP Assistive 
Technology 
Contract

On July 1, 2017, Southwest Human 
Development (SWHD) was awarded 
an Assistive Technology Services 
and Devices contract to serve 
Maricopa County.

Southwest Human Development’s Assistive 
Technology program helps young children with 
disabilities, ages birth to 5, develop the 
competence and confidence they need to 
become independent and active participants 
in their home, school and community. 
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AzEIP AT Contractor

 SWHD’s Assistive Technology AzEIP Contract
 SWHD’s specialists will partner with IFSP teams serving Maricopa County to 

support children and their families achieve the best possible outcomes. 
 Services provided by SWHD’s AT AzEIP Contract include:

 Training and technical assistance for the IFSP team and family.

 Coordinating with other therapies, intervention, or services with AT devices, such as 
those associated with existing IFSPs.

 Identification of and demonstration of AT devices.

 Assistance in determining the appropriate route for purchasing, leasing, or providing for 
the acquisition of AT devices.

 Selecting, designing, fitting, customizing, adapting, and applying devices.

 Access to commercial equipment through a loan closet.
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https://swhd-adapt-shop-loan-closet.myturn.com/library/inventory/browse


AzEIP AT Contractor

 If accessing AT through 
SWHD’s AzEIP AT Contract 
follow the process flow 
outlined in the Job Aide.
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AzEIP AT Contractor
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For more information:
• SWHD’s AT Webpage
• SWHD’s ADAPT Webpage

Tina Martin 
Tmartin@swhd.org
602-633-8686

https://www.swhd.org/programs/disabilities-services/assistive-technology/
https://www.swhd.org/adapt/adapt/
mailto:Tmartin@swhd.org
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Assistive Technology

Before considering AT…
 What expertise do team members have 

with AT?

 Does AT already exist or can something be 
modified in the environment?

 What has the family tried?

 What has the team tried?

 What strategies have been discussed 
during team meetings?
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Assistive Technology

Step 1: consideration of AT
 The IFSP team will need to consider if AT may be needed to support 

the child’s participation in daily routines and activities and meet 
IFSP outcomes. 
 The team will need to gather information about the child’s and family’s interests, 

abilities, and routines. 

 The team will need to consider and trial adapting the child’s environment to 
make an activity easier/simpler to accomplish. 
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Assistive Technology

Step 2: AT Assessment
 If the IFSP team has reason to believe that the child may benefit from AT, after 

exhausting all other options, an AT Assessment will need to be completed by a 
qualified AT Specialist. 

 The AT Specialist must have expertise, and meet qualifications to provide 
assistive technology. This includes having an understanding of infant and 
toddler development, types of devices/technology, learning tools, adapted 
equipment, etc. The AT Specialist may be:
 A qualified member of the Core Team;

 The child’s medical provider;

 AzEIP AT Contractor (SWHD);

 Community partner, etc.
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Assistive Technology

Step 3: AT Recommendations
After an AT assessment is completed, recommendations may include but is not 
limited to:

 Community resources.
 Trialing commercial equipment through a loan closet or community partner.
 Training, technical assistance, coaching for IFSP team and family.
 On-going IFSP services.
 Navigating through equipment systems.
 Assistance in determining the appropriate route for purchasing, leasing, or providing for 

the acquisition of AT device.
 Device recommendation.

 If the IFSP team and family agree with the recommendations, an IFSP 
addendum meeting will need to be held to add AT (services, devices). 12/2017



Parent Rights

 Parent participation is in the development of the IFSP  including the 
assessment, selection, implementation and maintenance of AT.

 If the family and IFSP team disagree on the outcome of an AT 
Assessment and/or selection of AT Device, the family has a right to 
share their concerns:
 Informally, such as discussing concerns with program leadership

 Formally, such as a written complaint, mediation and/or hearing

12/2017



Transition

 During the transition planning conference, assistive technology concerns need 
to be discussed.

 It is important that documentation details how the AT service or device will be 
acquired or transferred from Early Intervention to the preschool system once 
the child reaches the age of three.
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Assistive 
Technology & 
the IFSP
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Assistive Technology & the IFSP

 The “Child and Family 
Assessment” (GCI-1021C) page 
of the IFSP must indicate the 
present levels of development 
that will support the need for AT.

 If AT is used by the child already, 
be sure to include a description. 
(e.g., communicates words and 
phrases using a picture 
exchange system).
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Assistive Technology & the IFSP

 The “Child and Family Assessment” 
(GCI-1021C) page of the IFSP must 
indicate any resources that 
currently support the child and 
family. 

 If AT is already used by the child, 
document:
 How the family obtained the 

device;
 Any training that the family has 

received or is currently receiving. 
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Assistive Technology & the IFSP

 The “Outcome for Child and Family” 
(GCI-1021D) page of the IFSP must 
state the way in which AT is expected 
to increase, maintain, or enhance the 
child and family outcomes. 

 If the child is already using AT, 
document how it plays a role in 
everyday activities and routines. 
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Assistive Technology & the IFSP
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Baby AzEIP will help mom make dinner while sitting in her 
adaptive chair



Assistive Technology & the IFSP
IFSP Services 
Page 
(GCI-1021G)
Documentation

Outcome # Early 
Intervention 
Service

Intensity # of 
session
s

# of 
minutes 
per
session

Servic
e 
Setting

Metho
d

Duration

AT Assessment Link to corresponding 
outcome documented on the
“Outcome for Child & Family” 
(GCI-1021D) IFSP page.

“Assistive 
Technology
Assessment”

Individual, (2) 
Multiple children 
(2), (3+) Multiple 
children

1 120 Varies JV, TC 30 days from the 
date of the IFSP, 
but no later than 
45 days.

AT Services Link to corresponding 
outcome documented on the
“Outcome for Child & Family” 
(GCI-1021D) IFSP page.

“Assistive 
Technology 
Services/(discipline)
”

Individual, (2) 
Multiple children 
(2), (3+) Multiple 
children

Reflects 
the 
number 
of AT
sessions 
needed.

Reflects 
the 
duration of 
AT sessions.

Varies JV, TC Expected date 
of AT Services to 
start/end

**AT Devices (only 
for SWHD AT 
clients)

Link to corresponding 
outcome documented on the
“Outcome for Child & Family” 
(GCI-1021D) IFSP page.

“Assistive
Technology 
Device”

Individual, (2) 
Multiple children 
(2), (3+) Multiple 
children

N/A N/A N/A N/A Expected date 
of AT device to 
be delivered.
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Assistive Technology & the IFSP

The “Payment Arrangements For 
Services” (GCI-1021H) page of the IFSP 
must be completed, and all possible 
funding sources must be explored prior 
to using state or IDEA Part C funds.

12/2017



Assistive 
Technology & 
ITEAMS
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Assistive Technology & ITEAMS

 For more information on how 
to enter AT into ITEAMs please 
refer to the AT – ITEAMS 
guidance document.
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Myths

 A child must be enrolled in early intervention for at least 6 months before 
benefiting from AT.

 AT prevents a child from engaging like age typical peers.

 AT is expensive and is designed only for children with disabilities.
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Questions?
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